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For once, I remember, at {uit of my taylor, 

Though I manag’d to keep from the fangs of a jailor ; 
The matter came on in the court, Banco Regis, 

When "twas prov’d by a chattering Filius Legis, 

. That Swerrzer had fent me cloth, buckram, flay tape, 
And encreas’d nota little my elegant fhape; 

That his charges, all honeft, and fair were, and yet 
Defendant difputed fo legal a debt ! 

And thus ‘twas my fate to find out in the fequel, 
Sergeant Suvurrx’s demand, and my taylor’s, were equal ;* 
So I'd better have paid Snip without any fufs, 

And ergo great Cafar had better pay us. Shay 
The Burgeois 4 Bruge* fent a welcome in form, 
Determin’d with compliments Pien’cru to ftorm ; 
More fincere and more hearty, perhaps they may be, 
Than thofe they hail’d us with in ninety and three. 
The intention is now to defend Oudenarde, 

Which the French at this moment like furies bombard. 
And alas! my dear girl, I no longer can fend » 
Intelligence ftraight by the way of Oft 

Tormenting delays we are doom'd to endi 

The sient: take fuch a fwinging detour *. 


* Upon Crainrait’s catnip to Ghent, Gener Count W4 1 mMoven 
fell back with the Hanoverians, upon the right flank of the Auftrians, 
abandoning Bruges on the 26th, when the municipality fent a deputation 
to the French, to invite them to the town, and to aflure them of a cordial 
reception; dwelling much upon the known good faith and generofity of 
their conquerors, ‘Ihe a onan Mozka’s army, which, having 


landed fuddenly at ORend » proceeded to Macie, a village within four 
_ miles of are Oe Chauleéc)leading.t0 Ghent, induced the Repub-. 
licans, yto their triumphal entry for a feafon. 

+ The Oftend having been determined upon, the mef- 
fengers were Padans nargucnteg ap des ea 
very long epee mameenrs 


( 62 ) 


Moira’s army is daily expe&ed, and then 

We muft make up our minds to fee Brabant again; 
For arrive when they will, ‘tis too late I’m afraid, 

To recover the lands which thefe mifcreants invade. 

In the height of his phrenzy, fince Joseru* kick’d down 
The works of each ci-devant fortified town. 

Scarce a baftion or counterfcarp Belgium can boaft, 

To ftop the advances of PicuecRu’s hofi. 

Hence we ever have found, and fhall ftill find her yield 
‘To the leader who marches en maffe to the field ; 

For though myriads of gen’rals deny what 1 fay, 
Perfeverance and numbers muft carry the day. 

This Cosoure difcover’d when Charleroi + fell, 

And he march’d fadly maul’d to encamp at Nivelles. 


* In the reign of the Emperor Jofeph, all the fortifications in Flanders 
were indiferiminately levelled with the ground, as he found the inhabi- 
tants prone to infurredtions, and ready, upon every trifling pretext, to 
revolt againft his jurifdiction. His fucceffors, and efpecially Francis 
the Second, had to lament the miflaken policy which induced him to de- 
ftroy fome of the moft complete works that art had ever conftruéted. 

+ hn ie every reafon to fear that Charleroi had fallen 
into the hands enemy, yet as no certain intelligence had been re- 
ceived of its fu » the attack which had been determined upon for 
its relief was carried into effe&. Prince Conowrc’s army accordingly 
marched in five columns on the asth of June, and, on the 26th, advanced 
on the enemy’s entrenchments, extending from Flewrus to Fontaine 
Z’ Evique ; protested by the natural declivity of the ground, and rendered 
ftill more formidable by an extenfive line of redoubts, in which were 
placed an immenfe number of heavy guns. 

Notwithflanding thefe advantages, the advanced. corps of JouRDAN’s 
army was driven back by Cosoune’s right wing, while his /eft puthing 
on; gained the principal heights in front of the fortrefs, endeavouring to 
force the enemy’s pofition at the end of the bayonet, and naturally ex- 
pecting the garrifon, (fuppofing the place ftill in the poffeffion of their 
own troops,) would fally forth upon the > ie se ae 
‘The gates of the fortrefs had however been thrown open ) 
to the befiegers on the preceding evening, (che 25th) and the left wing of 
the Imperialifts be segaintay Neenah eran when the 
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Farewell ; it will grieve me the pen to refume, 
As I fear we've no chance of difperfing this gloom. 


French garrifonjoining the army that had been employed to cover the fiege, 
turned the fortune of the day completely: Cosours then retreated to 
Marbaix, having fuftained a lofs of 2,500 men, and the next morning 
fell back forming a line between Braine le Comte, and Nivelles, proteét- 
ing Namur, and Bruffls. The French at the fame time made an incurfion 
with an army of 40,000 men, into the duchy of Luxembourg, and 
taking pofleflion of Arions, obliged Gen. Braurtev to retire from 
Bouillon, and fall back upon Marche, to cover Namur. 

The evacuation of Flanders has gencrally been regarded as a matter of 
policy on the part of his imperial majefty, who, irritated by the want of 
energy and difaffeétion of the turbulent inhabitants, was determined they 
fhould experience the difference between his mild government, and the 
defpotic {way of the French difciples of Rosesrrerre’s faétion. Surely 
had this been the cafe, Field Marfhal Crarrrasr would have received a 
hint of his Sovereign’s intention ; as a prodigious number of lives. might 
then have been eafily {pared, that were facrificed, while that unfortu- 
nate General was difputing the ground, inch by inch with the, invaders. 
If, however, it afforded the emperor any confolation in the midkt of his 
misfortunes, to know that the natives of the Netherlands fmarted fe- 
verely under the Republican gripe, his feelings muft have been gratified 
ina peculiar manner. Every young man capable of bearing arms, found 
himfelf in requifition. ‘The coin of the country was called in, and ex- 
changed for, aflignats, at parr. Merchandize, and private property 
were indifcriminately feized upon, and the Revolution ibunal was 
kept in conflant employ by the commiffioners fent to and unite 
Belgium with the French nation. Amongit the numerous viétims to 
their infatiable barbarity, were two beautiful young women, Marecbandes 
de modes 2 TOURNAY. 

Britannia’s fons are ever tremblingly alive to the charms of the fair fex, 
it is no wonder therefort, that the angelic filters of the grand place Sou 
many admirers in the Duke of Yorx’s army, which had been fo long, 
and fo frequently encamped inthe neighbourhood. The young women 
feleéted their favourites, an attachment cocur fubfided between them 
and two Englith officers, and after the evacuation of the town letters 
from their abfent lovers were found — pofleffion. Accufed of 
having co nded with the enemy, they were inftantly burried to the 
poise wip tps tr never Qi the mere bade sof phe 
noun of 7 millions of livres. Tistinoees ot 
00 in nee 3 and il mercantile 
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LETTER XI. 


Hean-Quarrers, Crorssexe, Sept. 22,1794. 


Ewacuation of Flanders-—Of Brabant.—Funttion of Lord Moira’s Army. 
Vifit from bis Serene Highnefs, and the Orange Family.—Soporific 
Effetts of a good Dinner.—Affairs of Boxtel—Confequent 
Retreat acrofs the Maes. 


WE breathe for a time; our late dangers are paft ; 
And we’ve fairly outrun our purfuers at laft. 

In our hurry however it grieves me to find, 

We left our poor brethren at Nieuport * behind ; 
For we never intended that place to defend, 

After Ypres had fall’n and we’d giv’n up Offend: 
But, Lucy, I own it, our memories fail’d, 

And humanity forely their treach’ry bewail’d. 
What oceans of blood, fay, have fatten’d thy foil, 
Fair Belgium ! How bitter the fruits of our toil! 


* Oftend was evacuated on the 1ft July; Col. Vys having previoully, 
with the greateft activity, embarked the garrifon, and the 8th, ggd, and 
44th regiments of Britith infantry, with the artillery, ftores, and ammuni- 
tion. Owing to the exertions of Licut. Pornam of the navy, (agent of 
tranfports in that port,) the hips were all cleared out, excepting an old 
Indiaman, and a prifon hip, which, the wind blowing ftrong into the har- 
bour, could not poflibly be removed. The troops in garrifonat Nieuport 
ought certainly, and might eafily, have been withdrawn at the fame 
time; but, as they were overlooked in the hurry of removing the 
ftores from other places, g00 emigrants, who were found in the town 
after its furrender, fell into the hands of their enraged countrymen, 
and were drawn up in the dry ditch, expofed to the fire of artillery, 
loaded with grape thot. Capt. W11son who had fo bravely defended 
Nieuport when it was befieged the latter end of O€ober, 1793, and a 
few Britith artillery men were made prifoners of war, with the reft of 
the garrifon; though affured, previous to their capitulation, that they 
fhouid be enlarged, upon pafling espe aan not to ferve againft the 
French nation, during the war, 
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N Ev’ry moment brings in frefh accounts * of retiring, 
And Hope, at her laft gafp, lies pale and expiring. 
Pruffians, Keyfirs, and Heffians all fhare the fame fate, 
And the Dutch muft experience their’s fooner or late. 
But Orance has publith’d a long proclamation, 

On the wonderful ufe of the grand inundation, 

Which Mynheer has receiv’d with a wo-be-gone face, 
And will fearcely permit it, we fear, to take place. 
For I verily think from the depth of his foul, 

He'd give up Naflau for the Chant Carmagnoel. 
Morra’s t force, after wonderful toiling has join’d ; 
But his lordfhip at Southton you'll prefently find ; 

For we could not adjudge him a fep’rate command, 
And a truncheon inferior he hurl’d from his hand. 





* The brigade which had been with Crarrrart’s army confifting of | 
theiath, g8th, and 55th regiments of Britifh infantry, with part of the 8th 
and 14th Light Dragoons, fell back upon the Britifh army, July gd, 
when on its march from Renaix to the heights of Grammont. On 
the gththe whole proceeded to Wambeke, sth to Afche, between Dender. | 
monde and Bruffels, A violent cannonade was then heard towards Bruffls, 
and his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York fent to offer his affiftance to 
Prince Conourc, withing to unite the two armies, and Make a general 
attack upon the enemy, in hopes of preferving Brabant, though Flanders 

was irretrievably loft. The Auftrian commander in chief was however of 
-opinion, that it was not worth while to rifque another engagement, and 
accordingly fell back upon Louvain and Tirelemont; fo that the French 
‘were enabled to enter Bruffels on the 8th, The Duke of Yorx’s army 
marched through Mallines to Conticg on the gth, and Ciairfait’s filed off 
towards Conovnc’s pofition, encamping in a direétion to cover Namur. 

+ Lord Morra’s army from Ghent, confifting of the agth, e7th, 28th, 
4oth, 42d, sath, 57th, sgth, 87th, and Sgth regiments, fell in with the 
Dake of Yorx’s at Mallines. They were in a miferable plight, without 
either tents or baggage, and kept at firlt a asa mcg ena ‘ 

_ Aware that it was of the utmoft 

reinforcements with which he was trafled, his his Lordihtp ca 
by forced marches through a country nearly Over-ran ‘at tha 

period by the vitorious republicans, in a manner that muft mae | 

upon him the higheft credit. i aay oats 60 ah 
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His troops with alertnefs he led to our aid, 

And laurels his brows muft in confequence fhade. 

The heroes * at once were convinc’d, Doyle may boaft 

Of the diff’rence *twixt Heffians and French at Oloft. 
When at Antwerp we deemed ourelves fettled and quiet, 
But they drove in our picquets, and rais’d fuch a riot, 
That we pack’d up our tatters; and greys, blacks, and bays 
Very prudently drew tow’rds the banks of the Maest; 


* On the 6th, an advanced picquet of his Lordfhip’s army ftationed 
ut Oloft, deceived by the fimilarity of the uniform of a French corps of 
huffars, to that of a Heflian regiment of dragoons, ({uppofed to have been 
in their front,) permitted the former to gallop into the town, and they 
had aétually reached the market place before the miftake was difcovered; 
a fkirmifh enfued, in which Lieut. Cols, Doyzre andVaNn pELEUR were 
wounded ; Mr. Granam, the Adjutant to the 8th light dragoons, was 
killed; and Lieut. Krrson mifling. The 87th, (Lieut, Col. Doyur's 
Irith heroes) fuffer’d a lofs of g rank and file killed, 2 officers, a fergeants» 
2 quarter mafters, 19 rank and file wounded, 1 officer, and 8 rank and 
file were mifling. The French huffars retired as rapidly as they had ad- 
vanced. This fkirmifh was followed up byageneral attack upon theoutpofts 
in front ofthe canal running from Bruffels toAntwerp, they were all driven 
back upon Ma!lines; but, upon the appearance of a reinforcement de 
tached by Lord Moira, the enemy retired, and the pofts were reoc- 
cupied. On the 15th of July the attacks were renewed, and the enemy 
fucceeded in obliging the troops on the left of Mallines to abandon the 
canal, and retreat from the Dyle; Lieut. Gen. Dar wic immediately fell 
backupon Welbem, taking upa pofitionto cover that pafs of the river. Lord 
Morka was then detached towardsDaffel, and Gen. Watmopen with the 
Hanoverians occupied Lierre. The Hanoverians being attacked the fame 
day, and accounts arriving of further retrogade movements on the 
left, where the Auftrians were pofted towards Tirlemont, the Duke’s 
army retreated through Wynegham to ” Sae 26! leaving Brabant en~ 
tirely open to the Republicans 

+ The army marched towards Roelindaal i in Holland on the asth of 
July, and the different corps were then encamped according to the order 
of battle, forming two lines and a referve. Britifh on the right; Hano- 
verians on the left; and Hefians i in the centre, Hearing that the French 
were advancing from » which place they took poffeffion of on 
Sak, the brigade © f guards and fome light waa Sore the re~ 
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On our way, for a time, taking up,our abode 

At a neat little village yclep’d Oufterhode. 

But Mynheer was extremely indignant we faw, 

At our foiling his ftreets with our boots at Breda. 

Half afleep to our quarters the Stadtholder crawl’d, 

And forth, wondrous effort! fome compliments drawl’d ; 

So we begg’d him to fix on a day to take fhare 

Of our porter, our port, and our family fare. 

Thus, Lucy, we foon had the honor to treat 

The whole tribe of oranges, feville and Iweet : 

And we vow’d to exhibit a {plendid review, 

Ere we feafled the Prince with our {moaking ragout ; 

Then our men were drawn up with their arms rubb’d fo 
bright, 

That eyes yet more ftrong might have fhrunk* from the 
light. 

Behind the young hero his fon, made approach 

A cheval, while /es dames fill’d a {plendid ftate coach : 


ferve under Gen. Asercromare, were ordered to reconnoitre on the 
g0td in that dire&tion, but the country confiderably beyond the out pofts 
was found clear, aod no movement took place till the 4th, when they 
marched through Breda to Oufterhode. We have hitherto called the 
original three regiments employed with the guards the fecond brigade. 
Lord Morra’s army was now incorporated with the Duke’s, and the 
whole of the infantry brigaded afrefh. In addition to the regiments 
brought over by his lordthip, were the 8th, g3d, and 44th, intended to 
_ have been under the orders of Lord Cornwallis, but detained with the 
troopsin Holland. Another detachment joined at Roefendaal confitt- 
ing of the 3d, 63d, and 88th, which was left in garrifon at 

zoom, till the Britih pafied the Waal. The whole force under his Royal 
Highnefs, iucluding the Hanoverians and Heffians, amounting, at that 
period, to about 33,000 effeftive men, 

* And fuch was his ferene Highnefs’s great condefcenfion, that he 
rode flowly down the whole line, covering at leaft two Jeagues of ground, 
with his hat off, braving the frequent fhowers of rain, as well as the 
glare proceeding from the : high-polith’d firelocks of the Britith foldiers. 


r 
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And the beautiful Pruffian* an angel was feen, 

While dignity, mark’d the mama in law’s mien. 

Much ftruck with his drefs, tothe Duke's Serjeant Major 
(Don’t hint it to Pxittis or fore ‘pwill enrage her ;) 
The Stadtholder’s hat was pull’d off with an air, 

While the fellow amaz’d rear’d his*head with a flare, 
By the two Epaulets Dutch refpeét + was encreas'd, 
And he fancied him Marefchal de‘Camp at the leaft. 
We'd before hand invited, well knowing his trade is 
Soft poifon to pour in the ears of the ladies ; 

The pearly teeth’d peer, yclep’d CursTErFiELD fecond, 
Who the very beft bred man in Europe is reckon’d ; 
Whofe fpirits no changes of fortune can damp 

In the heat of an aftion, t or {nug in a camp. 

In a ball room or tent he for ever the fame is, 

But halt we—already eftablifh’d his fame is. 

Mama in law faid to her daughter, how finely 

He talks! and the Princefs replied, “ O divinely.” 

On the {cene that enfued, it feems ufelefs to dwell, 

For CuEsTERFIELD there, of courfe matters went well. 


“ The King of Prussta’s daughter, who was married to the heredi- 
tary Prince of Oxance, the fame time that her fifter became Duchefs 
of Yorn. 

+ After paffing the line, his ferene Highnefs the Stadtholder difco- 
vered the Sergeant Major of the Coldftream on the left flank, in his drefs 
coat, bedaubed, with broad gold lace, and ornamented with two epau-. 
lets. No wonder he was miftaken for a Major General, as amongft fo- 
reigncrs, military rank is diftinguifhed by drefs, and a fecond seat’ 
announces a truncheon bearer, or ficid officer at leaft. m 

-- $ © Ever fprightly, ever gay, ; 
*. |. Cank’ring care he holds at bay.” 
nd wasp Saedsgitl opr dav if good humour, cafe, and affability 
conftitute a pleafant companion, and fincerity a friend, where hall we 
find his equal? The fame inp a eon » tempered with cool- 
and Ready coungets picuous in the hour of danger. 
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Laughter follow’d his fallies that made the floors fhake, 

But his Highnefs ferene all our wit fail’d to wake, 

Till an Aid de Camp little refpe&ting his flumbers, 

Bounc’d in, and difmay’d, talk’d of Frenchmen in num- 
bers*. 

Difturb’d by this fudden unwelcome attack, 

He flar’d, gave a yawn, and funk heavily back; 

And it call’d forth the ftrength of his dutiful fpoufe, 

This 3 Captain General of Holland to roufe. 

Some @€ditional hints fet us packing in hatte, 

And ftill nearer old-AZaes our encampment was trac’d: 


* The picquets having been driven in, a Dutch aid de camp out of 
breath came hunting for the Stadtholder, when he was at the Britith 
head-quarters, to report that the French were advancing, adding with a 
peculiar empbafis “* en affix grand nombre ;”” which phrafe was afterwards 
frequently mads ule of jocofely through the camps. 

Onthe 26th of Auguft Sluys furrendered after having made avery fteady 
refiftance ; it had been befieged from the 27th of July, when Catfandt 
fell intothe hands of the French, enabling them to cutoff all communion 
octween Sluys and Holland. The conventional troops invefting the place 
and covering the fiege, amounted to at leaft 20,000 men. Gen. Van- 
pERDUIN’s defence was diflinguifhed by a memorable mancuvre. He 
ordered feveral fires to be kindled in the different fquares of the town, 
and while the flames were raging, threw open the gates, and let down 
the draw bridges. The befiegers fuppofing their fhells had caufed this 
general conflagration, advanced rapidly, to take poffeflion of the for- 
trefs, when they were fuddenly faluted with a well-directed fire of grape 
and round fhot from the ramparts of the place, and nearly 2000 of them 
fell or were drowned in attempting to crofs the inundations. The troops 
in garrifon atSluys were made prifoners of war, and in confequence of 
the French advancing upon Hoogftraten, the Duke of Yorx’s army re- 
treated from the barrony of Breda; moving from Oufterbode at half paft 
two o'clock in the morning on the 2gth of Auguft, they encamped 
at Helvoort about 4 in the evening. On the the 3oth, the tents 
were again ftruck about 6 in the morning, and the left column paffing 
through Bois Je Duc, (or Hertogenbos, as it is ufually marked on the — 
pa of Holland,) the army enn sn Aneta 
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For now of Condé and Valenciennes * poffefs'd, 
T’wards Breda the befiegers had rapidly prefs’d. 
O Shame! which no fophiftry ever can blot 
From Hiftory’s page, without firing a fhot, 


* Condé furrendered to the French the 27th of Auguft, Valenciennes the 
3oth, without making the leaft fhew of defence, though the garrifons were 
well f{upplied with provifions, ammunition, and every other requifite for 
fuftaining a long fiege. When we reflect upon the immenfe fums of money 
expended during the fiege of Valenciennes, and the numbers of men loft 
before it, what muft be the feelings of thofe who toiled in the trenches 
in 1793, at finding it thus fhamefully abandoned. The  Imperialifts 
had been employed night and day to repair the damaged works, and 
had conftructed feveral new ones, where they found the cafieft 
impreflions had been made by their own fire; rendering the for- 
trefs even more formidable than when Vavsan faw his admirable plan 
completely executed. Exclufive of the ufual magazines, immenfe ftores 
fell into the hands of the enemy, compofed of a great portion of the 
heavy baggage of the Britifh army, with the ftandards of the cavalry. 
The Auftrians upon their retreat from Tournay, certainly fufpected that 
Condé would be wrefted fromthe emperor, as they carefully removed 
their own ftores from that fortrefs, though it was by Cobourg’s advice that 
the Duke of Yorx made ufe of it asa depor. A party of the Scotch greys, 
previous to the evacuation of Flanders, had ventured very clofé to the 
town in hopes of recovering their baggage, and were nearly taken pri- 
foners. 

It has been flated that an order, apparently from the emperor, was 
conveyed to the governor of Valenciennes, (Gen. Micowini,) to deliver 
up the keys to the Republicans, upon fecuring good terms for his gar- 
rifon, wherein his imperial majefty's hand-writing, and the impreflion 
of his feal, were fo exatly imitated, that no fufpicion was entertained of 
its being a forgery. But what plea could Gen, Hetster, the Governor 
of Condé, on the commandant of Quefnoi, (which was ceded to the enemy 
a fhort time before) make at French gold, it is very obvious, occa~ 
fioned German treachery. 

Prince Covoue about this iad oti the command of the im- 
ware which confequently devolved upon Gen. Crarrrart. Aware 

as tlién too late in the feafon tofit down before the ftrong fortrefs 

fi 200m, or even before the French were evidently pre- 

paring to attack the Duke of Yorx’s army covering Holland, detcr- 
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* Which for months all attacks might have brav’d and 
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Thofe places which coft us fuch labour and blood, 


withftood, 
Be it told to the Keyfirs’ eternal difgrace, 
Experienc’d once more the fraternal embrace. 
At Valenciennes, new works to encreafe its defence 


Had been made, at a great, an enormous expence. 


Rich ftores of all kinds, heavy guns, ammunition, 
Thus made in an inftant a fatal tranfition ; 

As if wethe fortrefs on truft had receiv’d, 

To improve, and be then of our burthen reliev’d. 
On Boxtel* our foes pour’d en maffe in fuch force, 
That Dykes and Morass fail’d to alter their courfe, 


* The French having paffed the morafs of Piel, deemed an in- 
fuperable barrier between the contending powers, a fudden attack 
was made upon all the posts on the right of the Duke of Yoxx’s 
army onthe 14th of September, when that of Boxte/, the moft advanced, 
was. forced, with a lofs of 1,500 of the Hefle Darmftadt troops, 
who were completely furrounded. As the whole line of pofts was 
unteneable, while the enemy remained in poffeflion of Boxtel, a pofition 
completely commanding the river Dommel, which runs immediately to 
the town, by Fort J/abelic, it was thought neceffary to retake it; and the 
referve was accordingly detached for that purpofe, compofed of the Bri- 
gade of Guards, and Twelfth, Thirty-third, Forty-fecond, and Forty~ 
fourth Regiments of the Line, with cavalry and artillery. At day-break 
on the 15th, General Asercromare having reconnoitered, found the 
enemy fo ftrongly pofted, that he did not venture to rifque the attack 
without pofitive orders from the Commander in Chief; and upon his 
fending back to his Royal Highnefs for inftruétions, he was direéed to 
perfift inthe attack, but not to proceed further than he thought pru- 
dent, ».In front, and inclining to* the left of Azzrcnomsrz’s corps, 
which had advanced. through Sebyndel, was a plain fkirted by a thick 
plantation of firs, in which the Freach had conftructed feveral mafked 
batteries, The Coldftream Battalion of Griards had been left on. pic- 
quet at Erp, a village on the river Aa, between Bois le Duc and Hel- 
mont. The Cavalry, Firft and Third Guards, with the Thirty-third, 
and Forty-fourth Regiments of the Line, pufhed on towards the 
of attack, the Twefth and Forty-fecond, remaining to referve i in near 
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And on Hefsman’s pofition fo rapidly fell, 

That they clear’d in an inftant the banks of Dommel. 
We therefore determin’d a charge a l’Anglois, 

Should in their turn foon force them to fcamper away. 
ABERCROMBIE led on the referve, and we hear 

Was affifted by hints from the fam’d bombardier ! 

But feeling their pulfes we prefently found 

Them, “ en affez grand nombre” and fhifted our ground. 


Schyndel. Some French Huffars fhewed themfelves boldly on the level 
ground, as a lure to the Britifh Cavalry, and retreating before them, dif- 
perfed when they had drawn our unwary fquadrons within reach of their 
batteries, which immediately opening upon them, ‘they fuftained fome 
lofs before they could poflibly fall back. Gen. Anercromare having little 
doubt by this time, of the proximity of the French Grand Army, con- 
ceiving he had obeyed his orders in the fulleft extent, by advancing as 
far as prudence would juftify, determined to recall his troops, and to 
retreat within the Britifh Lines of encampment. Capt. Briflow of the 
Firft Guards, having been previoufly fent with a Company of his Regi- 
ment to bring off a French gun, which annoyed one of the Battalions, 
found himfelf confequently advanced in front, when the orders for this 
retrogade movement were iffued, and unable to join the referve in time, 
was taken prifoner. 

Miftaken unfortunatély for an Emigrant, (for the Huffars had torn off the 
lappels of his coat, in their hurry to fecure the lace,) Capt. Briflow was 
harhhly treated, till he reached the main body. of Picuecry’s army, 
when that General afforded him every protection in his power. Capt. 
Rutserrorp of the Engineers, Affiftant Deputy Quarter-Mafter Ge- 
neral, had alfo fallen into the hands of the Republicans, previous to the 
attack, when reconnoitering the poft, Lieut. Eustace of the Twelfth 
Foot was miffing, fix rank and file were killed, two ferjeants, twelve 
privates wounded, four ferjeants, one drummer, and fixty-four rank and 
file miffing. One of the Regiments of Irith Light Dragoons, threw the 
Firft Guards on their retreat into fone confufion, owing to the, 
narrownefs to the road. Fortunately the Thirty-third Regiment was 
formed in their rear, and opening to allow them to pafs, wheeled up, 
and inftantly throwing a few cool and well-direSted volleys into the 

enemy’s {quadrons, ok them to decamp precipitately, enabling Anrn- 
CROMBIE to retire’ one ene this ong 
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The retreat was made good, and unmar’d by much 
flaughter, 

We manag’d next morning to punt* o’er the water. 

The Maes here is narrow, though rapid its tide, 

And our troops, and the French on the oppofite fide 

Can freely converfe, and the valleys make ring, 

With their ¢a ird, and our Gop save THE KINGt; 


: e 

* 

* Head-quarters were moved to Wichem, on the 16th, and the army 
the next day paffed the Maes, when the different corps took up their po- 
fitions to defend the banks of that river, the Britifh extending from 
Grave to Afferden—Heffians and Hanoverians from thence to Venlo, 

+ The French Videttes were advanced in many places clofe to the 
oppofite fide of the river, and frequently converfed with the Britifh fol- 
diers on picquet, exprefling great refpect for their national character, and 
affuring them, that PicueGrv’s army received the decree of the Con- 
vention, to grant their brave enemies no quarter, with univerfal difgutt. 
They would frequently hold forth for hours, with that garrulity fo pecu- 
liar to their country, winding up their remarks with good and whole- 
fome advice—* Englifhmen go home—you have no bufinefs here—you 
are too honeft to be leagued with the Auftrians and Pruffians. ‘They 
will foon leave you in the lurch—and as to the Heffians, the Landgrave 
will turn them all over to us to-morrow, if the Convention offers him a 
Placate a day more than you now pay him:”—Thefe converfations ufually 
concloded with our men ftriking up God fawe the King—and theirs, A ga 
Tra, or the Carmagnol. 

The French onthe 17th of September, affaulted the Auftrians, poftcd 
onthe Macs and the Ourt, to cover Maeftricht and Liege. They were 
asufual, at firft repulfed, but on the rgth, fucceeded completelyy in 
forcing Cu ainrarr to abandon his pofition on the Ourt. 

Overpowered: by fuperior numbers, that unfortunate General was de- 
feated with a lofs eftimated at 6,000 men,..and fell back upon Aix la 
Chapelle, when Gen. Kray threw himfelf into Maeftricht, which place, 
asthe enemy immediately croffed the Maes, was completely invefted. 
On the a1ft, the Duke's army changed its pofition, and baheeee 
were moved from Wichem to Groefbeck. , 

Hitherto no accounts of any importance had been Bei ey Sen 
army of Catalonia, though various fkirmifhes had taken place, om the 
Frontiers of his Catholic Majefty's dominions, in which the Republicans 
were ufually fuccefsful, till a levy of 170,000 Spaniards was fet on foot. 
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For the prefent, all enmity feems to be dropp’d, 

And the firing at out pofts is mutually flopp’d; 

But, alas! my dear Lucy, fhould Bois le Duc fall, 

Our colours muft fly on the banks of the Waal. 

For thefe retrograde motions are order’d fo often, 

That I fear, though harfh truths we endeavour to foften, 
Our ears foothing founds are not likely to meet, 

And our letters at length muft be ftain’d with “ pergat.” 


On the 1gth of Auguft, Gen, Count de la Union, obtained a complete 
victory over the enemy before Bellegarde. He divided his army into 
feven columns; fix of which compofed of 9,000 men each, received or- 
ders to difperfe and make feigned attacks in every direction, while the 
Seventh, under his own command, amounting to 11,000 choice troops, ad- 
vanced upon the French redoubts in front of their entrenched camp. The 
manceuvre fucceeded, and the Spaniards poffeffed themfelves of the ene- 
my’s camp equipage, twenty pieces of heavy artillery, fix howitzers, and 
a great number of field pieces. It was generally fuppofed that at leaft 
4,000 Republicans fell in this engagement, and their army afterwards 
retreated ten leayues beyond Bellegarde. Gen, La Union, it was faid, 
loft only 500 men. 
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LETTER XII. 


, 


Heap Quarters, AkNHEIM, Nov. 24, 1794. 


The Aid-de-Camp objects to a Winter’s Campaign, and prepares to accompany 
bis Royal Highnefs to England—Afpires to the Truncheon—Qualifications 
requifite to form a general Officer—Tbe main Body of the Army croffes 
the Waal—Sortie from Nimeguen—Evacuation of the Place— 

Dutch Troops made Prifoners. 

8 


SCARCE fettled, when rous’d and again on the wing, 

Still, fill of retreating I mournfully fing! 

The timorous partridge thus fearfully hies her, 

Difturb’d by the fteps of the fell Septemb’rizer ; 

From ftubble to ftubble in vain feeking reft, 

The death-dealing tube ever aim’d at her breaft. 

Poor trembler! with rancour unceafing purfued, 

Nor like us with the means of efcaping endued. 

For fwift as the ball fpeeds its courfe thro’ the air, 

I hafte from thefe blood-hounds in fearch of my fair. 

In her arms fhall all former misfortunes forget, 

So this letter regard as a mere Effafette*. 

Difpatch’d to prepare me that tender reception, 

Of which none but lovers have any conception ; 

As fighting in Winter is out of all feafon, 

For our ftay there can now be affign’d no good reafon. 

Befides this, dear Lucy! we all of us find 

For important commands we're by Nature defign’d ; . 

Thofe ftriplings to M--—sr, who have paid due devotion, 

Have all of them met with the higheftt promotion ; 
employed by the army, are called Eftafettes. 


+ pinecone the catalogue of {chool boys who were promoted to 
the rank of field officers in the Britith army, over the heads of deferv- 
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And dancing attendance fo long on a Prince, 

Mutft the world of our wonderful talents convince. 
We fhall A-@--sfwemove, then in claret you'll quaff 
To my health as a General at leaft on THE sTAFF ! 


ing old Soldiers, was {welled out to an enormous, and unprecedented fize, 
The plan of obtaining a fufficient fupply of recruits, by giving young 
gentlemen of fortune, permanent rank in proportion tothe numbers they 
could raife, having been adopted by Government, paved the way to in- 
conceivable abufes. The gazettes could fcarcely keep pace with the 
promotions that took place, and errata were continually occurring. 

The Army Brokers carried on the moft fhameful and deflruétive 
traffic openly and inthe broad glare of noon day. In a few weeks they 
would dance any beardlefs youth, who could come up to their prices 
from one new raifed Corps into another, and for a further douceur, by 
an exchange into an old regiment, would procure him a permanent fitu- 
ation in the ftanding army, while they laughed to {corn the fuperannua~ 
ted Drudges, (as they were ufually ftyled) who had been braving the vi~ 
ciffitudes of unhealthy climates, long before thofe upftart Chieftains 
were born. The following are fome of the moft remarkable inftances of 
the power of money, in the prefent war, to procure high military rank. 

Several gentlemen well known in the fafhionable circles, who had been 
obliged to fell out of the army, owing to an unfortunate run at play, 
or perhaps to other caufes, were indebted to a favourable turn of the die for 
their re-eftablifhment, and for moft rapid promotion: They had won,and 
feized with an unufual fit of prudence, carried their winnings to the 
Army Biokers, defiring to be appointed Field Officers without delay. 
Their withes were of courfe immediately complied with, the cockade 
remounted, and the titles of Enfign, Lieutenant, and Major, followed 
each other in fuch clofe fucceflion, that their friends were puzzled in 
what manner to addrefs them; till they cleared up all doubts, by ftep- 
ping forth Lirutenant Coxone s. 

The father of one of thofe new created Field Officers, wrote to the 
Colonel Commandant of his Regiment, requefting that his fon might have 
further leave of abfence to finifh bis education, as he was by no means fit to 
be taken from his {chool! and doubtlefs many heroic Ariplings, poffeffed 
of equal rank, joined the corps they were deftined to command, fmarting 
under the unclofed fears, received from birchen rod, brandifhed by ruth- 
lefs hand of Pedagogue fevere. 

Forinerly iateret. and character were neceflary to procure an eftablifh- 
ment in the army, but the refpcétability of a profeffion, hitherto re- 
garded as the moft honourabfe in the land, has been fo totally done 
away, that one of the moft notorious Black-legs in London, found the 
light gold circulated at the Faro Bank, and Hazard Tables, of that 
arch fiend, ‘the Proprietor of an tneang apiagit, not 2 
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For judgment is not as was formerly thought 

By praétice, but by infpiration love, caught, 

By fkimming the furface of Taftic DaFnp-#ss, 

And entering more deep into fam’d Mother Giasse, 

For a Chieftain, dear Girl, fhould moft clearly be able 

To name all the luxuries plac’d on his table ; 

Then with martial endowments, wel! blended together, 

Long fafh, crooked fabre, and eighteen inch feather, 

Tight leathers, {hort boots, fee me fully equipt, 

And fafely for Portfmouth, or Brighton be fhipt ; 

And to fum up a Generai’s comforts-in fine, 

If requefted to ferve, he may fafely decline. 

For now-a-days, Girl, in an age thus refin’d, 

No fenfible man a few whifpers will mind ; 

And a broiling hot climate, I boldly declare i it, 

A jaundic’d complexion !—I never could bear it. 

My maxim is, has been, and ever fhall be, 

That there’s nothing like Otium cum dignitaté ; 

And therefore old England to guard from invafion, 

The Home Staff I'll gain, with a little perfuafion. 

Six weeks makes a Colonel-~fix years I can boaft! 

And furely ‘tis fitting I now rule the roatt. 

How pleafure will heighten your numberlefs charms, 

When you fee the fwords drop, and the line prefent arms ; 

hundred miles from St. James's, juftly denominated Herr, Argu- 

ments fufficiently weighty to procure his fon’a commiffion, and ultimate- 

ly to advance him to a fituation, entifling him to command a regiment. 
Refleé&ting upon this golden harveft, Tuomrson, as he ftruts amidft the 

Kings of old on the Exchange, harranguing his moft fortunate o 

may fancy himfelf a fecond A&neas, sa exclaim—et hac — meminiffe N 

aaa reign, however, is entircly at an end ; cogeamcuail much 4 

to his honor, His Royal Highnefs, the Commander in Chief, has put a 


flop to fuch fcandalous proceedings, proceedings that ‘would; if they 
had been unfortunately continued a little longer, have entirely ruined 


z =! 
= BDA 5 iy 


( 79 ) 


*T will turn your poor head, fimple lafs, I’m afraid, 
When you know that te me fuch great honors are paid; 
Nor fancy I’m. caftles ereéting in air, 

Thefe joys fhall be mine, and thefe joys Lucy fhare, 
While crowds will with wonder and envy behold 

My love on her charger in fcarlet and gold. 

Such blifs is in ftore---but I’ve now to purfue - 
My Sketch, and tho’ loath darker {cenes bring to view ; 
To Truth having fworn an eternal allegiance, 

And aéted throughout, to her laws in obedience : 

And thence my ftyle varies, for black were the heart 





















Which bears in its country’s misfortunes no part; 

Thus {prightly or ferious the notes of my lyre, 

As that heart is imprefs’d and its feelings infpire ; 

Tho’ link’d hand in hand, in the ftriéieft alliance, 

On Mynuesr’s boafted courage we'd little reliance. 
And Bois le Duc’s fall had been fully expeéted, 

As the natives * were known to be much difaffeéted, } 
And the Gevenor’s bone/fy much was fufpeéied. 


the Britith army, and driven from it every man of the leatt-refpeétability. 

In revifing thefe remarks, it appears pofible that they may be con~ 
fidered as refieéting upon Lord A—h—It; but it muft be recolleéted, 
thet his Lordthip received his infirnétions from the War-office, and 
much @s he was known to difapprove of the plan, adopted by thofe 
.who {uperintended that department, he was obliged to acquiefce. » 

This country is indebted to few men, more than to Lord A—h—ft, 
for his minute attention to its interefts upon all occafions, 

* About this period the Dutch Patriots openly avowed their prin- 
ciples, the Statholder’s party decreafed ‘daily, and the greateft diffen- 
tions prevailed i in the principal towns of. United Provinces. The 
Dykes had EAE a and the s round Bois le Duc fuce 
ceeded in a ee; but the French. having taken Creweceur, @ 
Sy between Bommel and Bois le Duc, com- 

Tater town, were enabled to draw off the 
inundatior and form the inveftiture of the 
were 


imeat hed fearee when the gates 
2 Governa phe, was highly ‘bribed, capitulated, (oa 
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Crevecceur taken, the French had flol’n flily away, 
To turn our right flank---Via Fort St. André* ; 

And thus crafty dogs, once poffefs’d of Bommel, , 
En maffe on our rear, would have thunder’d pell mell ; 


the gth of Oétober.) Here too above 400 unfortunate Emigrants fell 
into the hands of their pitilefs countrymen; they had endeavoured to 
efcape in different difguifes, but were moft of them difcovered, and uns 
mercifully butchered, en maffe, at the head of the French army. te 
* The main body of the Dake of Yorx’s armycroffed the Waal, on 
the 6th of O&ober, at Nimeguen, leaving firdbg picquets on the fouth- 
ern fide, extending along the whole front of the line. After the fall 
of Creveceeur, the French paflingthe Macs, immediately advanced upon 
Fort St. André. The Waal and Maes uniting at Gercum, branch round 
the Bommel Waert, infulating St. André and Vourn. A rapid move- 
ment was therefore neceflary, to prevent their pufhing over the Waal. — 
Accordingly the right wing of the Britifh took up a pofition at Op He- | 
mert, Varick, and the other villages (from Bommel a Tiel.) Fort |” 
St. André was found in the enemy’s poffeflion, but eafily retaken on the 
zith: The Republicans returned to the attack on me ay and were. 
once more unfuccefsful. 4 
On the 18th, however, their whole force pufhed over the Maes, in aifad ‘es 
ferent dire€tions, and on the igth, a delperate affault was ‘made upon all 
the ovt pofts of the Duke’s right wing, between Nimeguen and Ticl.. 
The picquet at Druiten, (which was the moft advanced,) was defenced 
by the Thirty-feventh Regiment, under the command of Major Horr, 
for near four hours, when Appelthorn, the pofition on their left, occu- 7” 
pied by a Detatchment of the Emigrant Huffars of Rohan, béing forced, — 
the Britifh were obliged to retreat upon the Dyke, along the Banks of 
the Waal, Unfortunately a fquadron of the enemy’s Huffars, (miftaken 
for the Corps of Rohan,) was permitted to approach their line of 
’ march, and owing to the narrownefs of the Dyke, the Britifh Regi- 
ment was driven off its fides, and thrown into the greateft confufion by ~~ 
the enemy’s charge. Lieut. Wapman was dangeroufly wounded in the » 
head, but has fince recovered fufficiently to enjoy life im quiet retiree” 
ment, though rendered totally incapable, (from having been-trepanned,) _ 
of doing kis duty as a foldier. Captains Barrp, Henrry, and Durr, | 
Lieutenants THomrson, Cocgnoun, MircHert, and Murray, with ; 
Quarter-Mafter Duxex, were taken prifoners, (Captain Durr, Lieutes — 
nants Mircu%n1, and Corguoun, having been wounded.) The Re-_ 
giment loft its colours and field pieces, and not more than 50 men reach- 
ed Wurdt, (a village within amile and a half of Nimeguen,) where how= — 
ever gieat numbers of thofe men fuppofed to have fallen into the hands » 
of the enemy, arrived daily in ftraggling parties. The*pofts on the 
Southern Banks of the Waal, being now regarded as untenable, were 
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But their deep-laid manceuvre we'd caufe to fufpeét, 
And the Waal crofs’d in time, the Bommel to proteét. 
From St. André thus forc’d to decamp, they in hafte 
Broke ground, and ftrong works againft Nimeguen plac’d. 
Thefe foon by a dafhing fortie* were deftroy’d, 

Which cover’d with laurels the troops we employ’d ; 


abandoned ; General Waimopewn remaining at Nimeguen with a corps 
of Hanoverians to defend that town, augmented by Detachments from 
the Britith, under General De Bowxa, and the army took up the dif- 
ferent cantonment# marked out for the defence of the Waal. 

An additional reafon for this movement was the intelligence that had 
been received of a Republican Army of go,000 men having paffed the 
Maes between Rouremonde and Venlo. This force affaulting the Im- 
perialifts in front and flank, obliged them to fall back upon Cologne, 
abandoning thé pofition they had taken up, for the defence of the Duchy 
of Juliers. vious to this laft defeat (which took place on the ed of 
Oftober) Cwarxeait had meditated a junétion with the Duke of 
Yorx’s army, determined to rifque a general engagement, to check 
the alarming progrefs of the invaders. 

* Onthe qth of November, a part of the garrifon of Nimeguen, 
confifting of the Eighth, Twenty-feventh, Twenty-cighth, Fifty-fifth, 
Sixty-third, and Seventy-eighth Regiments of Britith Infantry, with two 
Battalions of Dutch troops, fupported by the Seventh and Fifteenth 
Britifh Light Dragoons, Four Squadrons of Hanoverian Cavalry, and 
the Legion of Damas in the fervice of Holland, fallied forth from the 
town on the enemy’s works, under the command of General Dr Bourc- 
The troops advanced undera very heavy fire, and leaping into the ene. 
my’s trenches, without drawing a fingle trigger, drove the befiegers from 
') their _pofition at the point of the bayonet, with a lofsof 500 men. Gen. 
De Bouxe was himfelf flightly wounded, 12 rank and file and 5 horfes 
"were killed, x Field Officer, 5 Captains, 6 Subalterns, 149 rank and file 
_ and 14 horfes wounded—1 Serjeant and 19 Privates miffing. The 

officerswounded were Major Matcoum of the Seventy-eighth, Cap- 
tains Bann of the Eighth, Bruce and Quin of the Fifty-fifth, M‘Kzn- 
six and Hucu Mowzo of the Seventy-eighth, Lieuts. BAkex of the 
Twenty-feventh, Wemyss, Barcxizy, and Rurrepas, of the Sixty- 
third, with Lieut, Baytex and Enfign Camenon of the Seventy-cighth. 
_. The Hanoveriansand had 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, and 5 rank and 
file killed, 4 rank and file and 22 horfes wounded. On the 6th, how- 
_ ever, the French opened two batteries on the bridge of boats, and one on 
the town, when the at of the Referve, Britifh, Hanoverians, and 
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Yet tho’ true Britith fpirit our Soldiers difplay’d, 

Tho’ carnage moft horrid their bayonets made, 

Again we perceiv’d the French batteries complete, 

Which forced us ftill nearer the Rhine to retreat. 

Desourc * and his men, ’midft a horrible roar 

Of cannon and mufquetry, fafe reach’d the fhore ; 

But, alas! while attempting the fame courfe to fteer, 

*Midft his foes, a chance fhot brought poor creft-fall’n 
MYNHEER ; 

Depriv’d of all guidance, the ftream Tahing down, 

Dafh’d his bridge with a fhock on the walls of the town. 

All our troops into fnug warm cantonmentst are fent, 

And a camp to proteét them is trac’d out at Lent, 


Heffians, pafled the Waal, and marched towards Thiel, leaving picquets 
under the command of Major Gen. De Bourc, amounting to 2,500 men, 
which, with the Dutch, was accounted a fufficient force to maintain the , 
place, till the certainty of the Auftrian movements could be aftertained. 

About this period, the Britifh Army was reinforced by four Regiments 
of Infantry, which had been landed at Flufhing, viz. Seventy-ninth, 
Eightieth, Eighty-fourth, and Eighty-fifth. 

* Nimeguen was entirely abandoned on Friday night, the 7th of No- 
vember. The Britifh and Hanoverians having effected their retreat, 
burnt the bridge of boats down to the water’s edge. About 6co Dutch 
‘were left to pafs over on a temporary flying bridge.—They had nearly 
effected a fafe landing, when a chance fhot from a French battery on the 
oppofite fide of the river, carried away the maft to which the hawfer (or 
chain) was attached, on which the flying bridge depended, and it con- 
fequently fwung round, and was hurried by the mercy of the current 
towards the town. ‘The troops upon it fuffered feverely from the inceffant 
fire brought to bear upon them, cre they could by ‘apy means, obtain 
@ parley. 

+The Dutch head-quarters were now fixed at Gorcum, the great ob-' 
jet being to protect Bommel, againft which fortrefs the French bent all 

their force. The cantonments marked out for the Duke of Yorx’s army, 
(the right wing communicating with the Prince of Oxaw6n’s e/t) extend. 
ed along the northern banks of the Waal, as far as Emmerick ; the Bri. 
tith having moved to the left of Tiel, the different troops occupied nearly 
all the villages between the Rhine and the Waal, within the limits of 
their line. Five regiments were encamped, or rather oo at Lent, 
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Where batteries of heavy guns frowning appear, 
To check the invaders who prefs on their rear. 


nearly oppofite to Nimeguen, where formidable batteries were erected 
to keep the French Garrifon in check. In general, thefe cantonments 
were tolerably good; the officers being in neat Dutch cottages, and the 
foldiers in roomy comfortable barns, The froft had fet in very carly, and 
its firft approaches were marked by the great numbers of men who fell 
fick fo rapidly, that feveral of the battalions could fcarcely mufter one 
half of their original numbers, fit for any kind of duty. 

A ferious engagement had taken place in the Duchy of Cleves, between 
a column of 4,000 Auftiiins, which had croffed the Rhine near Burick, 
and a French corps of fuperior force, under Gen, Vanoam, The Au~ 
ftrians were forced to recrofs the river with a lofs of 2,500 men; and, 
but for the well-direéted fire of the Rhine Fort, their whole column muft 
have been inevitably cut to pieces. 

The army of the Mofelle pouring down upon the Allies in the Electo- 
rate of Treves, and the Duchy of Deux-Ponts, feized upon Oberftein, Kirn, 
Sponbcim, and Kreutunach, between the 16th and 1sth of October: 
That of the Rhine, upon its advancing gained Turkbeim, rate a Gelbcims 
and Kircheim. 

Frankenthal furrendered to the French Gen. Ferrand, the 18th, and that 
fame evening he alfo became mafter of the Epifcopal City of Worms. 
Bingen opened its gates on the 20th, and Coblentz onthe 23d. Venlo capi- 
tulated on the 26th, and on the 4th of November Mueftricht furrendered. 
The Governor, more anxious to procure favourable terms, than to ftop 
the formidable progrefs of the enemy, gave up the fortrefs, without 
making a proper refiftance. 

Thus the whole country of Germany on the left banks of the Rhine, 
excepting Mayence (or Mentz) fell into the hands of the enterprizing 
and indefatigable Republicans, Louis the XIVth, who poffeffed the moft 
reftlefs, infatiable, and inordinate ambition, had ever been defirous of 
eftablifhing the Ruiwe as the boundary of his dominions: what that 
great Monarch could fever bring about, was thus accomplithed by an 
illegal and nfurping Faction, So wonderful are the refources of France 
when energetically called forth! 

The behaviour of the garrifon of Venlo, amounting only to 1200 men, 


’ was uncommonly noble. On the 15th of O@ober, the place was com. 


pletely invefted, and on the exft, the French had advanced their works 
within piftoi-fhot of the palifadoes of the covert way, before the gateway 
jeading to Ruremonde. A fortie was therefore irnmediately determined 


upon to diflodge 3 and a detachment of 130 volunteers, led on by 
eo Rein with a fmall divifion of Cavalry, 


executed that ee ee ene driving the 


. 
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We {hall now to Dame H--rc--T our veterans commend, 
And leave her the Banks of the Rhine to defend. 


French from their advanced works, and purfuing beyond their firft line of 
entrenchments,while the Pioncers leveled and defiroyed the others. Capt. 
Rost had 3 officers wounded, and 59 rank and file killed and wounded, 
and returned bringing back withhim, a French officer and 4 men, prifon- 
ers, The enemy however very foon re-eftablifhed their works, and pufhed 
them on with fuch a€tivity, that on the 23d, the garrifon being reduced 
to 950 men, the outworks were abandoned, and the defence confined 
to the body of the place. The towm was furiimoned on the 24th, and 
the garrifon offering to capitulate, if allowed to ferve againft the ene- 
mies of the United Netherlands, furrendered, after obtaining thofe ho- 
nourable terms.» Grave had been long and clofely befieged, and the 
moft fpirited defence was made by the garrifon ; the Governor Gen. 
Bons, feeming determined to a& up to the noble anfwer he had given, 
when fammoned to furrender the place—* I am an qld foldier, and 
« with for nothing more, than to die worthy of the glorious appellation 
*¢ of having lived a brave one; 1 hope to be buried under the rvins’of this 
“ fortrefs, er to conquer;—Be aflured, I fhall defend it—as long as 
** T have powder fufficient to fend a ball againft the enemies of man- 
“kind, and in fo doing, I fhall ferve my God and my fellow creatures.” 

Nimeguens Bois le Duc, and the whole country furrounding Grave, 
from Bredato the Waal, being in the enemy’s poffeffion, its certain fall 
was eafily forefeen; and it was evident, that the inundations, which were 
by no means as general as the nature of thecountry would have allowed, 
could alone prevent the Republicans from gaining the entire pofleffion of 
the United Provinces. 

Much has been faid,and with truth, of the want of difcipline thst 
exifted among the Britith troops; but a detail of the fhameful treatment 
they experienced in their diflerent marches through Holland, which wag 
to them, * indeed a hoftile fhore !”? would in fome meafure account for 
their taking by force thofe neceflaries, which our good and, faithful Ar- 
utes refufed to fupply them with for money, The implacable hatred 
evinced by.the Dutch towards the Englifh, camdearcely- be conceived ; 
extending even beyond the Grave. * They have been known to dig up 
the dead bodies of Britith foldiers in the night, to mutilate and deface 
them, with the long Ajaffn’s Knives, which they all of them to a man con- 
ceal about their perfons,.and to jeave them in that. ftate for their for- 
mer comrades to feaft their eyes upon the next morning... 

» When the van-guard of the Duke’s army croffed the Waal on the 6th of 
Oétober, approaching the villages marked out for their cantonments, one 
of the Drummers entered a Dutchman’s houfe upon the fide of the Dyke, to 
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Brave fellows! farewell ; tho’ to Lucy I'fly, 
I quit my companions in arms, with a figh. 


purchafe fome apples, expofed, as he imagined, for fale, The fellow fup- 
pofing the lad’s intention was to fteal them, aimed a piftol at his breaift, 
and difcharging its contents, wounded him feverely, 

A Serjeant of the Flank Battalion of Guards (which was marching by 
at that moment) darted towards the houfe to fecure the offender: Finding 
the doors clofely barricadoed, he forced his way through a window, and 
was proceeding up the flair-cafe, when the Dutchman fprung from a 
dark corner and ftabbed him to the heart. The houfe was inftantly furs 
rounded, and fet on fire By the enraged foldiers ; one man efcaped along 
the thatch enveloped in the fmoke; but the rafcal who had killed the 
Serjeant, was fortunately difcovered, and hung upon the neareft tree, an 
example to his daftardly countrymen. Can we wonder then, that the 
moft inveterate hatred was kindled in the breaft of every foldier, whole 
hard fate it wasto retreat through Holland, againft fuch favage Brutes 
in human forms!—Thefe were however but preludes to ftill greater 
atrocities, fill more inhuman and barbarous inftances of cruelty exercifed 
upon the4ick and helplefs, 

Thetriumph of the Spaniards was but of fhort duration. The right 
wing of the French army of the Eaftern Pyrennees, obtained a complete 
vidtory over the left of the army of Catalonia: forcing their camp on the 
17th of November, the Republicans carried off their artillery baggage, 
and above 100 prifoners. Duzgommier, the Commander in Chief of the 
French Army in that Department, was however killed, 

On the 20th, the Conventional troops, as ufual, following up their 
blows, renewed their attacks ; an engagement enfued, and the flaughter 
was moft dreadful. The Spanith pofitions, entrenchments, redoubts, 
and camps, were all forced, and tents for 50,000 men (according to the 
returns given in to the Convention) fell into the hands of the enemy, with 
innumerable pieces ofordinance. No prifoners were taken but all were 
barbaroufly and indifcriminately put to the fword, and Gen, Count De 
. La Union, the Spanifh Commander in Chief, was found amongft the 

dead upon the field of battle: TheSpaniards rallied, and attempted to 
make a fland at Liers, where they had an entrenched camp under the 
cannon of the caftle of Figuera, but, driven from that pofition, they fell 
back feveral leagues, and on the 28th, Figuera furrendered, when the 
garrifon, amounting to upwards of 9,000 men, laid down their arms, and 
were made ‘of war. The French army of the Weftern Pyren- 
nees was alfo vitorious, and it was apprehended that Upper Navarre, 
and Pampeluna, its capitel, muft ultimately fall into the hands of the 
Republicans, who thus, in one Campaign, had cleared their own Fron- 
tiers, and were penetrating into the territories of their neighbours, in 
every direction, ; 
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Tue brilliant conquefts of the Allies were thus wrefted 
from their hands in a manner unequalled in the annals of 
hiftory. The fineft and higheft difciplined troops in Eu- 
rope had been forced to retreat, wearied out and panic 
ftruck, before raw and inexperienced foldiers, whom 
they had unhappily been saught to defpife, and to re- 
gard as hordes of banditti, unable to make the fmalleft 
refiftance againft the veterans of Bohemia and Hungary. 
Cvairratt hadi@lone oppofed the formidable progrefs of 
the enemy, Pon entirely unfupported, and expofed 
to the weight of their formidable attacks, with a force totally 
inadequate to contend with the unprecedented difparity of 
numbers, continually pouring down upon his handful of 
men, That unfortunate but truly brave General, expe- 
rienced a feries of the moft lamentable defeats, while his 
Imperial Majefly, elated with his fuccefs before an in- 
fignificant fortrefs*, was pufhing into the heart of a hof- 
tile country, leaving his rear unproteéted, his retreat in~ 
fecure, and his own territories expofed to invafion. Are 
we not at this moment fmarting under the confequent 
misfortunes of fueh unexampled imprudence? 


* Landrecies, 
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PicHEGRU had gained a footing in Holland, that it was 
evident would, by the aid of his ftaunch friends the Dutch 
Patriots, ultimately put the whole of the United Provinces 
into his poffeffion. It is true, that the enormous fum of 
320 millions * fterling, had been drawn forth from their 
National Treafuries, to enable the French Convention 
to keep on foot the vaft armies they had devied, but the 
unwarrantable feizure of private property in the Inte- 
rior, the contributions exaéted from the conquered coun- 
tries, the Jewels, Crofiers, and Silver Images, wrefted 
violently from the Churches and Convents, and above 
» all, the abundant harveft, t+ of which they at that critical 
moment ftood fo much in need, muft furely in a great 
meaf{ure have reimburfed them. 


Such was the fhort-fighted policy of the States General, 
that they imagined they could negociate a feparate peace, 
while the French were upon the eve of,meaping the golden 
fruits of their paft labours; regardlefs of every treaty, 
unmindful of every obligation they lay under to Great- 
Britain, for entering into an expenfive war, avowedly to 
prote& their country from invafion, and to fecure to 
them the advantages they derived from the uninterrupted 
navigation. of the Scheldt, Dutch Ambafladors were 
fent to befeech the ruling Faétion at Paris would vouch- 
fafe to grant them fuch terms, as their known good faith. 
and generofity thould diétate. The Convention cajoled 
their deje&ted Petitioners with promifes of attending to 
their requeft, lulling them into a ftate» of apparent fecu- 
rity, and difpatching at the fame moment pofitive orders 


* During the Campaigns of 1793 and 1794. 
+ Gathered immediately upon their entrance into Flaaders, 
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to their Generals*, to force at all events the paffage of 
the Waal, and to penetrate immediately to Amfterdam ; 
depending for fuccefs on the known difaffe&tion of more 
than ‘two thirds of the inhabitants to the Orange Family, 
which they juftly expefted would accelerate their advan- 
ces, more than the moft formidable inundations could 
poffibly check their progrefs. In this opinion they were 
fully confirmed by the frequent invitationst fent to them 
from the principal towns in Holland, accompanied with 
promifes of a cordial reception. 


The ficknefs of the army encreafed daily with the ex- 
treme feverity of the weather, and the total inattention to 
the comforts and convenience of our fuffering fellow- 
creatures, rendered their fituation pitiable in the ex- 
treme. Invalids were conftantly fent to the general Hof- 
pital at Rbenen, without any previous orders having been 
iffued to prepare for their reception, fo that no proper 


* Picuecrv, who is certainly in poffeffion of more humane and 
gentleman-like ideas, than ufually falls to the lot of the French Generals 
of the prefent day, was difinterefted and candid enough, when the Dutch 
Ambafladors were proceeding to Paris from Bois le Duc, to commu- 
nicate tq them his orders to pafs the Waal, and #o bint that their journcy 
would be fruitlefs. 

+ One of thofe enterprizing meflengers from the difaffeéted Patriots, 
was fortunately difcovered on the qth of December, attempting to crofs 
the Waal; and an addrefs was found upon him, figned by 3,000 of the 
principal inhabitants of AmstERDAm, promifing to ufe every effort in 
their power, to put that city into PrcuzeRu’s hands, and encouraging 
the French to puth forwards without delay. This daring adyentarer was 
apprehended by an Hanoverian officer, while endeavouring to ftrike a 
good bargaix with a Skipper, who demanded forty ducats for convey~ 
ing him acrofs the river. The Ambaflador imagined twenty a fully 
fafficient bribe, and thus loft his life in endeavouring to fave a paltry 
fum eo a ftrongly i is the love of gold engrafted in a Dutchman's 


difpofition. 
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accommodations could poffibly be provided for them. 
They were ufually conveyed in Bilanders* along the 
Rhine, from Arnheim, without even a fufficient fupply 
of provifions ; and it is a notorious faét, that, at one time, 
above 500 miferable obje&ts were embarked with only a 
fingle hofpital mate to attend them, with {carcely any 
covering, and with a very {canty allowance of ftraw. 
They had not one of them been at that time expefted, and 
there was confequently no room for them in the hofpital. 
A gentleman, who was daily an eye witnefs of thofe 
heart-rending fcenes exhibited at RHENEN, previous to 
the removal of the fuffering invalids, declared that 
he himfelf one morning counted two and forty dead 
bodies on the banks of the river, of men who had 
perifhed on board the Bilanders, where they had been 
left becaufe, as he was told repeatedly, there were then 
no quarters to be met with for them in the Town. 
Abufes unheard of in any former war exifted in almoft 
every department; and our helplefs countrymen were 
given up to the mercy of furgeons’ mates, furnifhed by @ 
cheap contraét, and Deputy Commiffaries, whofe intereft 
it appeared to deprive them of every /hadow of enjoyment. 
The enormous fum of forty thoufand poundst fterling 
had been drawn for, to fupply the fick with wine; and 
fuch was the infamous behaviour of. the Medical Staff; 
that the furgeons and mates are very much belied indeed, 
if they were not many of them, in the conftant habits of rab- 
bing the Sick, and of applying that neceffary article to their 
own ufe, preferring the pleafure of caroufing over flag- 
gons of heady Port, to the drudgery of alleviating the 

* Small veflels with two matts, ufually employed upon the Rhine, to 


sonvey forage, baggage, &c. Si 
+ During rhe Campaign of 1794. 
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pangs of the miferable and afflifted patients, whofe hard 
fate placed them under the hands of fuch ignorant and 
inhuman butchers*. When we confider how many brave 
men were thus facrificed, and that from fifteen to twenty 
guineas bounty money was at that time publicly offered 
for recruits, would it not have been more economical in 
Government, to have employed Rujh, Lind, and other re- 
fpe€table men, who offered their fervices at the com- 
mencement of the war, but whofe demands were deemed 
exorbitant, than to have imported, at fo much per head, 
fuch numbers of inexperienced pretenders to a fcience 
above their comprehenfion, who fcarcely knew in which 
hand to hold a Jancet, or im what manner to fix a Tour- 
nequet ? 


On the 7th of December, the French made their firft 
unfuccefsful effort to pafs the Waal on four rafts, two of 
which were funk, the third floated to the fide occupied 
by the Dutch, and only one regained that in poffeffion 
of the Republicans. On the 11th, they renewed their 
attempts in greater force, croffing in boats, and on rafts, 
in different direftions, to the number of 5000 men. A 
Detachment, confifting of about 200, at day-break, fa- 
voured by a thick fog, fucceeded in furprizing an Hano- 
verian Picquet, ftationed at Panneren: poffeffing them- 
felves of a battery, they fpiked the gunst, and immediately 
retired with only the lofs of a fingle man. Gen. VAN 
Buscue immediately collefed four of his battalions with 

2 When a felaies Yeu fick, and was ordered to the hofpital, his com- 
rade would exclaim, «* Ah, poor feliuw, we hall fee thee no more, for 
thou art under orders for the Shambles.”” t 

+ Spiked three guns, and threw the fourth into the water. Major 


Bacumetstzx, of the Regiment of Saxe Gotha, and about 14 Hano- 
verians, were killed, in their endeavour to repulfe the enemy. 
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the greateft difpatch, and advanced upon the poft, but found 
that they had then recroffed the river; that brave and 
experienced Veteran unfortunately loft his life, by achance 
thot from one of the redoubts on the oppofite fhore. The 
Republicans at the fame time attempted to crofs over be- 
tween Nimeguenand Emmerick, where the Auftrians were 
pofted, who perceiving their intention, permitted them to 
reach the middle of the river, and then fuddenly opening 
all their batteries, funk the greater part of their boats; 
and numbers of thofe men who efcaped from the tremen- 
dous fire thus brought to bear upon them, were drowned 
in their endeavours to regain the fhore. They were re- 
pulfed alfo at Fort St. André, by the loyal Emigrants, 
nor did they fucceed in forcing any one of the points 
againft which their attacks had been direfted, 


On the 15th of December, the hard froft* fet in, and 
on the 22d was fo uncommonly intenfe, that the Maes and 
Waal were nearly frozen over. This circumftance, fo 
favourable to the French, befieging a country, relying 
chiefly upon its inundations for its fecurity, would not, 
it was evident, be negleéted for a moment by a General, 
fo thoroughly enterprizing as their Commander in Chief; 
and accordingly, on the 27th of December at half paft 
five in the morning, a flrong column paffed the Macs, 
near the village of Driel, thereby making themfelves 
matters of the Bommel Waert. Conceiving it imprac- 


* One of the bridges over the Rhine at Arnheim was carried away by 
the weight of ice floating down that river with the ftream, before the 
congelation was complete. Since the year 1759, fo rigorous~a f{eafon 
had not been experienced ; then the Waal and Rhine were frozen'nearly 
about the fame time, and heavy cannon we on gf ice, on ‘v- 
rious branches of cach river,” nn 
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ticable to defend Bommel, the Dutch in Garrifon, 
attempted to crofs the Waal, but could not fully fuc- 
ceed, and parts of the Regiments of Onancr, Frirs- 
Lanp, Honentoue, and a Swifs Corps, pofted near 
St. André and Rofcum, fell into the hands of the Repub- 
licans, as well as fix gun-boats, and two hofpital-fhips, 
that were frozen up. As the ice was ftrong enough for 
their troops with artillery to pafs over in every dire&tion, 
they then eftablifhed themfelves between the Waal and 
Leck, in the Tieler Waert*, and the greateft apprehen- 
fions were entertained for the fafety of Gorcum and Cu- 
lenberg; a ferious attack was therefore determined upon, 
to force them to recrofs the Waal. For that pur- 
pofe, ten battalions of Britifh Infantry were divided mto 
Brigades, under Major Gen. Lord Catucart, Major 
Gen. Gorpon, and Col. M‘Kenstz, with Six Squadrons 
of Light Cavalry, and One hundred and fifty Huffars of 
Rohan. The whole commanded by Major Gen. Davip 
Duwnpass, co-operating with Four Squadrons, and as 
many Battalions of Heffians. This force, amounting to 
about 6,500 Infantry, and 1,000 horfe, advanced in three 
columns. The right was ordered to keep its left wing 
apui’d to the river Viet, to turn Thuy], and attacking the 
rear of that village, cut off the enemy’s retreat, while the 
centre and left were to attack by the Dyke, keeping the 
Church of Wardenberg on the left wing, Accordingly, 
at Geldermalfen, Lord Carucart’s column (the right) 
ftruck off fromthe remainder of the Britifh troops, and 

* At the fame time the pofts between Bois le Duc and Gertruyden- 
berg were forced, and the Dutch troops in that quarter driven under 


cover of theramparts of the latter town, wiih thofe from the lines of 
we tee see 
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Gen. Dunpass fell in, at day-break on the goth, with 
the Heffians, near Wardenburg, and finding the French 
had precipitately abandoned that village during the night, 
immediately pufhed on to Thuyl, attacking that poft with 
fuch impetuofity, that notwithftanding its natural ftrength, 
the Abbatis by which it was proteéted, the batteries of the 
town of Bommel, which flanked the approach, and the 
confiderable number of men defending it, it was car- 
ried* at the point of the bayonet, and the Republicans 
driven acrofs the river, with the lofs of a confiderable 
number of their men, and four pieces of artillery, 


On the 1ft of January, the army took up different po- 
fitions between the Waal and the Leck, prote€ing Tiel, 
Buren, and Culenberg, the Hanoverians occupying the 
cantonments oppofiteto Nimeguen, and the Auftrians bear- 
ing down towards Emmerick ; when, on the 3d, head-quar- 


» * Onthe goth, Major Murray, of the Seventy-eighth, was unfor- 
tunately killed, and 5 rank and file. Lieut. Linpsay,x drummer, and 
18 rank and file were wounded. The Heflians loft 1 Captain, and o5 
men wounded, and 1 Lieutenant mifling; they advanced upon the po- 
fition between Waerdenberg and Thuyl, with fixed bayonets, and plant- 
ed four guns upon the Dyke, to keep the French, drawn up on the op- 
pofite fhore, in check, and to annoy their adverfaries in their retreat. 
The Britith cavalry at the fame moment charged the Huffars Rouge, (de 
la Liberté) and difperfing them on the firft onfet, made feveral prifon- 
ers. Lord Catucart’s column, owing to the extreme intricacy of 


the road by which it was ordered to advance, covld not poflibly be 


brought up to the point of attack in time... 

Grave furrendered between the 1ft and 4th of January. Gen. Bons 
defended the fortrefs as he had promifed, till his laft fhot was expend- 
ed. During the fiege it was faid that g,070 thells were thrown into the 
place, rendering it nearly a heap of afhes.’ The fortifications were not 
however much damaged, but the troops in garrifon were cunftrained to 
capitulate, from a total want of provifions, as well as ammunition, — 
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ters were moved from Arnheim to Ameringen: The 
encreafing feverity of the weather, however, induced the 
French, on the qth, to repafs the Waal near Bommel, 
when they again took poffeffion of Thuy]; and the Britifh 
troops in that direétion, under Major Gen. Dunpass, 
fell back upon Meteren. Orders were immediately given 
for them to join the Heffians, and to ufe every poffible 
effort to force the enemy to re-crofs the Waal. A gene- 
ral attack was accordingly intended to have taken place at 
day-break on the 5th; but the French were found to be 
in too great force to rifque it, and indeed acquainted at 
all times with every plan meditated by the Allies, by 
ten o'clock, they were feen advancing in fuch force, that 
they inftantly carried the poft of Geldermalfen, where 
they gained two pieces of cannon; but upon the Britifh 
referve, coming up, the guns were retaken*, and the 
_ poft preferved ; the troops however fell back during the 
night upon Buren. 


It was now determined by a council of war, to aban- 
don the pofition on the Waal entirely, accordingly feve- 
ral heavy guns having been fpiked, and great quantities 


* The Republicans, on the sth of January, were driven under cover of 
the ramparts of Bommel; Major Gen. Sir Robert Lawnix was flightly 
wounded by a French Huffar, who darted from the ranks, and aimed a 
Coup de Sabre at his head. At the fame moment an officer and a few 
drunken men in a fit of enthufiafm, brandithing their {words, dathed in- 
‘to the midft of the Britith troops, end till the momentary valour kin- 
died in their hearts by Liberté and Bon Geneve evaporated, they would 
-mokt probably with equal intrepidity have affaulted the whole of Wa:- 
MODEN’S army. Captains Extiorr of the Thirty-third, Duncan 
Mono of the Seventy-cighth, and Licut. Corin La Morte of the For- 
ty-fecond, were wor —g privates were killed, and 1 horfe—x {er- 
jeant, 6 rank and file, and 9 horfes, miffing. ' 


a 
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of ammunition deftroyed on the 4th, the troops on the 6th, 

fell back upon the Leck, part of the army crofling that § 

Rhine at Rhenen; a fudden thaw unexpeétedly affording —— 
fome profpe&t of preferving the pofts on the Waal, or- 
ders were.immediately iffued to the troops who had not 
paffed the rivers, to remain in their cantonments, and for 
the others to countermarch. Lieut. Gen. ABERCROMBIE’S, 
and Major Gen. HAmMeERSTIEN’s Corps, with fome Au- 
ftrian Battalions, were to Have puthed forwards towards 
Bommel on the 7th, and, to co-operate with them, Gen. 
Dunpass was dire&ted to occupy Buren and the Heights 
near it, early on the morning of the 8th. The Fourteenth 
and Twenty-feventh Regiments were immediately detached 
from Culenberg, to retake Tiel; but on their arrival near ce f: 
Buren, they found the enemy advancing upon’ them in.” 
force, and Lieut. Col. BULLER immediately took poffeffion” 
of the town, waiting till the arrival of the head of Gen. =) 
Dunpass’s column, when Lord Carucart, having pre- 
vioufly reconnoitered, found the detachment of the enemy 
at Geldermalfen did not exceed 800 men, with fome 
Huflars, and one piece of artillery, and he confequently 
immediately determined to diflodge them. This was ef- 9 
fe€ted in a very {pirited manner, by the Fourteenth and 
Twenty-feventh Regiments; driving in the advanced | 
polls at Buremulfen, they aie to an daa A and =) 

















* A {mall detachment of the Britith Hulans were the 1a cavalry 
engaged on the 8th; they purfued the French t Pog oa Fn) 
acrofs the Lingen, on the ice, with the moft daring intrepidity, and 
brought off feveral prifoners. The Britifh and French at 

pulled each other four times in the courfe of the day, and the gua lancains 
taken by the Twenty-feventh, was funk in the river, the ice breaking 
under it. Lieut. Col. Bunner of the T was mortally 
wounded. Licuts, Conner, Noravny, and = eres of the 
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carried that village at the point of the bayonet, feizing 
upon the French gun; a long eight pounder. It was 
however abfolutely neceffary for them to make as ex- 
peditious a retreat as poffible, which was accomplifhed 
in afteady and foldier-like manner, covered by the Twen- 
ty-eighth Regiment. 
Afterthis fkirmifh, which oul unfuccefsful, reflefied 
_ the higheft honour upon the troops engaged in it, the whole 
army was ordered to pafs the Rhine and Leck, (different 
names given to the fame river, {pringing from one fource, 
and running in the fame bed ;) and to take up a pofition, 
extending from Culenberg to Wageningen, previoufly oc- 
cupied by the Auftrians, who were now adyancing to 
form a line in front of, and parallel to the Britifh, Hano- 
verians, and Heffians; between the Waal and Rhine. The 
picquets however not having been called in on the 10th, 
the French’advanced in great force, and a general attack 
was then made upon WaLMopEN’s pofition, between 
> Nimeguen and Arnheim. Heufden, a village clofe to the 
Southern Banks of the Rhine, occupied by the Fortieth, 
. F ifty-ninth, and Seventy-ninth Britifh Regiments, briga- 
. ded under Major Gen. Coats, was carried after an a€tion 
_ which lafted four hours; the F ifty-ninth Regiment was fo 
fituated as to be entirely expofed to the enemy’s fire, and 
confequently. faffered moft feverely*. : 
| SES ie an Saget dah ee 
latter very fever f 13) amass él 
Wi1s0N of the -fe ot.Perny of the Fourteenth, and 
- Lieut. Rarrr of the Fo: , it ee Fat ee ae 
yea a Pa % 
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From that moment Holland was abaridoned toits fate, as it 
was determined that the Britifh troops and their auxilliaries, | 
fhould not rifque any further engagements, unlefs they were 
molefted during their retreat; the fituation of the Prince of 
Orancz at Gorcum, became therefore extremely critical, 
as the Frenchwere in poffeffion of the whole of the Tieller 
Waert. The Stadtholdet had in vain endeavoured, by offer- { 
ing them immterife rewards, to induce the inhabitants* of 
the United Provinces, to rife in mafs, and vigoroufly to 
defend the lines of Greb, as the only remaining chance 
of preventing the French from entirely over-running their 
country. Preparations were then made for the troops to 
pafs theriver 27/é/, but before anymovementcould poflibly | 
take place, the French following up their blows, on the. 
igth, made a general attack upon the pofts Mtill re- | 
tained between the Waal and Rhine, exténding from 
Arnheim to Ameringen. They failed in their attempts 


the Royal Artillery. ‘The Fortieth Regiment had only 2 rank and file 

wounded, and x mifling—Fifty-ninth, g killed, 3 fetjeants, 1 drummer, 
and 27 men wounded, 2 mifling—Seventy-ninth, 1 ferjeant wounded, 8 

. rank and file miffing. An attack was intended to have been made upon 

the Republicans on the aoth, but, upon their advancing againft Heufden, 

the idea was abandoned, and the greater part of WaLmonen’s army or- 
dered to pafs the Rhine. Moft of the troops were unable to procure ; 
cantonments, and pafied the night underthe open tobacco fheds. The > 
Hanoverians fuffered very feverely, in a ferious alfault made the Jame 
day, upon their pofition, oppofite to Nim j Aue 

i: could it poly Siae pvionf Sot rally and vileen 
maf, when two thirds were At iod ine 404 @ 
von ee Sreretttand pollefied of property to the leaft prior wis tos (ght 

_ pteferve it, from the approaching gripe of the infatiable Republicans, 

» efcaped either to Great Britain or to Germany, afd the enormous fums | 
invefted in thé Englifh funds by the Dutch Fugitives, plainly thewed that 
the Bank of Amftcrdam would not yield that rich booty, the Convens | 
oe expedted. It was indeed generally fuppofed, that not more 
than £200,000 fterling remained there iy fpecie, 
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~ in every direftion, and were repulfed by the advanced 

N  picquets of the Guards, oppofite to Rhenen*, againt 

which place their chief efforts were diref&ted. The be- 

haviour of the Britifh troops has at all times been noble, 
~ and was on this occafion peculiarly fpirited, as was alfo 
_ that of the Emigrant Regiment, of Salm Infanterie, en- 

~ gaged with them, The “picquets wefe expeditioufly 


















|. drawn in after this affair, and the army began its’ retreat 
) from the heights of Rhenen, at midnightt. — 


* The general orders iffued at this time for the removal of 
“+5 the fick; proved a death warrant to numberlefs helplefs and 
(| ~ miferablet objeéts. A defcription circumftantially detailed 

"of their poignant fufferings, during the retreat to Deven- 
_ ter, would form a Tale, ‘* whofe lighteft word would 

_ harrow up the foul,” and make the blood run cold with 
_ horror. Conftantly removed in open waggons, expofed 
- to the intenfe feverity of the weather, to drifting fnow, 
/ and heavy falls of fleet and rain; frequently without any 

_ vi@tuals, till the army halted, and then but {cantily pro- 
Seyyided ; littered down in cold churches, upon a fhort al- 
» lowance of dirty fraw, and few of them enjoying the 
» tomforts of even a fingle blanket, to repel the rigorous 
attacks of the night air; it is no wonder they expired, by 
~~ hundreds, “vel to the moft Spi and courte: 
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able negle&t. Doubtlefs there were even at this period, 
worthy and refpe@able men in the medical department, 
whofe condué formed a ftriking contraft to that of 
thofe greedy wretches, infefling in fuch {warms, the ge- 
neral hofpitals of the Britifh army. Some, and but that 
it is pofitively forbidden, (for merit is as eafily difcerned 
by the modefty” that accompanies it, as. ignorance is 
known by its conftant at 2 ts, vanity, and impudence,) 
feveral could be named, Whofe daily employment con- 
fifted as far as they were able, in inftilling oi! and wine 
into the wounds of thofe afflifted invalids, fortunate 
enough to fall under their immediate care. The feeble 
voice from feverifh lungs, has in its lateft moments been 
employed to call down bleffings on their heads, and what 
reward, could have been half fo grateful? It’ appears 
fearcely neceffary to remark, that thofe men were uever 
known ‘to join the noify throng affembled in the inner 
room, where Bacchus, Jolly God! flufhed every cheek, 
and Laughter holding both his fides, flood centry at the 
door. 


The army’on the 15th of January, paffed the formi- 
dable lines of Greb, conftruéted in the years 1745, and 
1746, for the proteétion of the United Provinces of Hol- 
land, and of Utrecht*. ‘The 16th, wasa day more pecu- 
liarly marked by diftreffing {cenes, | than any-other during 
the retreat. ‘The troops were on that morning put in 
motion at day-break, with a of reaching Loonen, a 
Village diftant about 23 miles from their pofition, near 
Scaupisiets ‘oaing to the Auscomgi Aeverity of the 
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weather, and. the fnow, which laying deep upon the 
ground, was drifted in the faces of the men,; by a ftrong 
eafterly wind, they were fo worn down, by fatigue, that 
it was thought advifeable and neceffary, to halt fome of 
the regiments at two neighbouring villages, about nine 
miles fhort of their place of deftination.. The whale of 
the Britifh could not howeyer be poflibly accommo, 
dated, and it was left to the difcretion of the command- 
ing officers of corps, to continue their march:to Loonen, 
or ta take up fuch fituations as they could meet with in 
the hamlets‘on the road. Some of the regiments pro- 
ceeded, even after fun fit, with their baggage and field 
pieces, and confequently were entirely difperfed, as it was 
then impoffible to trace out any path-way over the dreary 
common. Great numbers of men unable to bear up 
againft the fatigue they had undergone, and feveral wo- 
men and children, were frozen to death, in their attempts 
to difcover the road their battalions had purfued, The 
whole of the Eighty-eighth Regiment was fo fcattered, 
that ng return whatever could be given in of its flrength 
‘the mext_morning, and the few ftraggling parties that 
joined, gave a very melancholy account of the main body. 


* An Officer of the Guards, who was ordered to recon- 
noitre the next morning, had more opportunities than any 
other perfon, of witnefling the dreadful confequences of 
the preceding night’s mach : The Hiftcetiing, account is 
theaehate gieny an ‘his es words, 

ite ate Aces 
ni of the 7th, Santonk upon a par- 
* ae trace out a road over the common, by 
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which the army and artillery might fafely proceed to 
Loonen, When the party marched it was fcarcely light, 
and as day broke in upon us, the horrible fcenesthat it re- 
vealed, afforded a fhocking proof of the miferies of a 
Winter’s Campaign. On the common, about half a 
mile off the high road, we difcovered a baggage-cart, 
with a team of five horfes, apparently in diftrefs; I gal- 
loped towards the fpot, and found the poor animals 
were ftiff, but not dead ; the hoar froft on their manes, 
plainly fhewing they had been there the whole night. 
Not perceiving any driver with them, I ftruck my 
fword repeatedly upon the canvafs tilt, enquiring at the 
fame time if there was any perfon in the cart. At 
length, a very feeble voice, anfwered me, and fome one 
underneath the canvafs appeared to be making an effort 
to arife. A pair of naked /rof-nipt legs were then ad- 
vanced, and the moft miferable obje& I ever beheld, 
funk heavily upon the ground; the whole of his cloath- 
ing fo ragged and worn, that I can fcarcely fay that 
he was covered. So ftiff and frozen was this mife- 
rable wretch, that he was by no means capable of 
moving; he informed me that his regiment, the Fifty- 
fourth, which he was following the preceding night, 
had loft its road, and in turning into another, he found 
his horfes incapable of clearing the cart from the ruts, 
and that himfelf and his two comrades were left behind 
to proceed in the beft manner they could: the two 
men he fpoke of were then lying dead in the cart, hav- 
ingall threeendeavouredto communicate to one another, 
adegree of warmth, by creeping clofe together. We 
placed the miferable furvivor upon one of the horfes of 
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“ histeam, and led him forwards till joined by the batta, 
* lion; by that means his life was prolonged, yet, I fear, 
«+ but fora feafon; for when placed in the hofpital, his toes 
“ dropped off, froft bitten, and his mafs of blood ap- 
“ peared in a corrupted ftate. The whole of this day’s 
** march was marked by fcenes of the moft calamitous 
“ nature, fimilar to the one that I have juft recited. We 
** could not proceed a hundred yards without perceiving 
‘* the dead bodies of men, women, children, and horfes, in 
‘* every dire€tion. One fcene made an impreffion upon 
“* my memory, which time wil] never be able to efface. 
‘** Near another cart, a little further on the common, we 
“* perceived a ftout looking man, and a beautiful young 
** woman with an infant, about feven months old, at the 
“ breaft; all three, frozen, and dead. The mother had 
“* moft certainly expired in the a of fuckling her child, 
* as with one breaft expofed, fhe lay upon the drifted 
“« fnow, the milk, to all appearance in a ftream, drawn 
** from the nipple by the babe, and inftantly congealed. 
“* The infant feemed as if its lips had but juft then been 
** difengaged, and it repofed its little head upon the 
** mother’s bofom, with an overflow of milk, frozen as it 
“ trickled from the mouth; their countenances were per- 
** fe€tly compofed and freth, refembling thofe of perfons 
“in a found and tranquil flumber. About fifty yards 
** advanced, was another dead man, with a bundle of 
“« linen cloths and a few bifcuits, evidently belonging to 
** the poor woman and child, and a little further, was a 
“ horfe lying down but not quite dead, with a couple of 
“ panniers on his:back, one of which contained as we 
: Sere ron: ‘about two years of 


; 
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‘* age, wrapped upin flannel and ftraw. This, as weafter- 
“ wards heard, was the whole of one family; a ferjeant’s 
« wife of the Fifty-fifth, her brother/and children ; the 
“ man found with the horfe and bundle, had re- 
*¢ mained behind his regiment to affift them, during a 
« march, thus memorable for its miferies. He had juift 
“ gained fight of a diftant hamlet, whete they might have 
* obtained a fhelter from the inclemency of the weather, 
“ when his ftrength failed him. The Commanding 
“Officer of the Fifty-fifth, rode by at that critical 
* moment, but too late to render them any fervice, 
« and as the battalions paffed the fpot, the troops were 
“ witneffes in their turns of this melancholy icene.” 


The retreat was continued * through Loonen, Appel- 
dorn, and Vaeffen, to Deventer, and part of the army 


* The Princefs of Oxance, with her daughter-in-law, the Hereditary 
Prince’s wife, about this period, were forced to fly precipitately from 
the United Provinces, and arrived fafely in England on the rgth of Ja- 
. auary, with the plate, jewels, and archives of the family; The Stadt- 
holder and his two fons foon afterwards followed ; they had a very nar. 
row efcape, as fome French Huffars entered the Hague on one fide, while 
the Princes fled through the oppofite gate, and the difaffected inhabitants 
were every where collecting in tumultuous crowds to prevent their de- 
“parting, They reached Scheveling, barely in time to procure a boat, 
-as the populace gathered on the fhore to oppofe their embarkation, and 
their efcort, the Stadtholder’s Guards de Corps,were obliged to fire upon 
the gathering mob ; a ferious confli@ confequently enfued, in which f= 
veral lives werelot, of 
__ Utrecht furrendered the r6th of January Rotterdam, was taken pof- 
‘feflion of the 18th; Dort the 1gth ; and on the 20th, in the evening, 
Picurcxy made his triumphal ¢ »at the head of the van of the French 
army of the North, into the ¢ city ‘Aniteréarm: ‘Feaftings and rejoicings 
preceded the fatal demands of en ‘contributions, made fo repeatedly 
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paffed by avery elegant chateau at Koning/loo, belonging to 
the Prince of Orance, and memorable for having beena 
very favourite hunting feat of King Witi1am’s. The 27th 
of January was marked by a decided thaw, but on the egth, 
the froft again fet in as violently as before, when the army 
proceeded towards Weftphalia, arriving, after paffing 
through the intermediate. villages in different detach- 
ments, at Delden on the river Regge. On the g1ft, they 
were halted and cantoned at Oldenzael, and along the 
Dutch Frontier. The troops were on the 5th of Febru- 
ary, again put in motion, to approach the Epifcopal State 
of Ofnaburg, head-quarters having been previoufly efta- 
blithed at Rheine, and great numbers of the fick, whofe 
cafes would not permit them to undergo the pain of a re- 
moval, were left behind at Deventer, Zwol, and Zutphen, 
when the magazines and ftores, which were confidered as 
too cumberfome to be conveyed in the lines of march, 


were all deftroyed. 


The main body of the army had preceded Gen. Aptr- 
croMBIz’s Corps, which, (the Brigade of Guards forming 
a part) followed on the 6th, from Otmarfen, Nienhaus, and 
other villages in that direétion, pafling by the remarkable 
caftle*of Bentheim, to Schuttorp, where they were halted on 


Cloatbing, and Oxen,to the amount of £1,493,054 flerling. Such were the 
firlt Pare conveyed wears under the impreffion ES 
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the roth, owing to a prodigious flood*, occafioned bya very 
fudden thaw. On the 12th, however they crofled she Ems 
at Rheine, and marching through the villages of Bevergen 
Ippenburen, and the State of Tecklenburg, approached Ofna, 
burg, where the head-quarters of the army were eftablifh- 
ed; part. of the troops were flationed in the town, and the 
remainder cantonedt in the miferable Boorfhaps, or Ham- 
lets of the country, in which were feen the farmer’s whole 
live ftock littered down with his family, in one large barn: 
Some few, moreaffluent than their neighbours, had, it is true, 
a fmall partition, forming a kind of room, fearce worthy 
of the name, at one extremity; fuch inftances of luxury, 
however, occurred but feldom; men, women, children, 
pigs, and poultry, ufually wallowed together in filth and 
mifery. The honeft German Peafants, however, treated 
the foldiers with kindnefs and with hofpitality, and the 


prefent poffeffor. “There were feveral very antique field pieces mounted 
im the ramparts, and when the army paffed, the Hanoverians in garrifon, 
were very bufily employed in cutting frefh embraffeurs, and making 
‘every neceffary preparation to defend it. It is accounted fufficiently 
formidable to delay the progrefs of an enemy for feveral days. 

* The bridge overthe river Vecht, at the extremity of the town of 
Scuttorp, having been choaked up with ice, there wes not a fufficient 
fpace left open for the water to flow freely through the arch, conie~ 
quently the Chauffée, and furrounding flat country, were completely 
inundated, The Flank Battalion and Firft Regiment of Guards paffed 
through the water almoft up to their knapfacks, and feveral of the men 
were nearly drowned, owing to theigreat difficulty they found of bear- 
ing up againft the current, rufhing yiolently over the caufeway; add to | 
this great quantities of the loofened ice had funk, and adhering to the 
bottom rendered their footing extremely precarious. It became there- 
fore abfolutely neceffary to break the enormous maffes of ice, and clear a 
paflage for the waters through the bridge, to render the march of the 
main body with artillery aud batt horfes praéticable, in which i 
the troops in Scuttorpwere bufily employed fortwodays. 

_ + At Weft Cappel, and the neighbouring villages, 
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contraft they experienced on crofling the Dutch oe 
was therefore moft peculiarly flriking. “th 


The enemy on the 24th of February, advanced upon 
the pofts of Nienhaus, and Velthuys, occupied by the 
Loyal Emigrants, and a Detachment of Rohan and Bou- 
illies Corps; forcing them, after an obftinate refiftance, 
to fall back, with a lofs of near 100 men in killed and 
wounded. Major Gen. AneRcromBi£, who commanded 
in that vicinity, (at Bentheim,) had made the proper difpo- 
fitions to re-occupy the pofts ; but on the 26th, the French 
retreated, dire¢ting their march towards Hardenberg, reti- 
ring precipitately from that poft foon after, and at the 
fame time abandoning their pofition in the Province of 
Groningen; when their troops in that direétion fell back 
upon Zwol. The different battalions following each 
other, purfued the fame route, and were again in motion 
on the 4th of March, pafling through Nienkircken, Ach- 
mer, Braams, Quakenbrugge, &c. inclining towards the 
ftate of Diepholt, and halting on the 7th. 


The march of the divifion of troops, under Lord 
Carucart, was attended with more difficulty than that 
of any other Detachment, during the retreat from the 
Rhine to the Ems. His Lordthip’s Brigade, confifting 
of Light Cavalry, the Twenty-feventh, Twenty-eighth, 
Eightieth, and Eighty-fourth Regiments of Infantry, de- 
{cribed a civcuitous detour through Weft Friefland, 
along the confines of the Province of Groningen; “0 
tirely wide of the 3 main body of the Britifh army,’ and 
fkirted by the Zuider “6: proceeding — of 170 
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Price through that dreary country, with a view of afcer- 
taining whether the minds of its inhabitants were tainted 
with the prevailing difaffe€tion to the Orance family. 
Upon their arrival within about two leagues .of Gronin- 
gen, they received deputies fram that city, offering to 
open the gates, but requefting that the troops might not 
enter, as there were then two parties in the town. The 
rear of his Lordfhip’s Corps was continually harraffed 
by advanced parties of the enemy’s; but the greater part 
of the Detachment arrived fafely on the right banks of 
the Ems, having croffed that river near Meppen*. 


About this period, 70,000 Pruffians were reported to 
have been on full march for the proteétion of Wettphalia, 
and the van of that army was aétually in motion, their 
‘Sovereign declaring, he would ftrain every nerve'to rein- 
flate the Orange Family in Holland, though at that very 
moment he was perfidioufly negociating at Bafle, a fepa- 
rate treaty of peace, and had, contrary to every ftipulation 
with Great Britain, truckled to the French Republic, 


Breda, Williamftadt, and) Gertruydenberg, bad now 
thrown open their gates, by an order from the States’ 
General, and the impregnable fortrefs of Bergenopzoom, 
capitulated alfo on the 2d of February where the Eighty- 
feventh Regiment of Infantry, formed of about 600 un- 
difciplined Hibernian heroes, had been left in garrifon, and 
“© The advanced piquets of Lea Ca ican brigade, at Burtanger 
Scans, were driven in on the ayth of February, but the French. were 
then on their retreat, and fortunately did oe fees fue them, The Re- 


publicans in every dire@ion during the whole is “retrogade march © 
kept hanging upon the rear of the troops covering the retreat, Z 
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confequently fell into the hands of the Republicans, as 
prifoners of war. The whole Dutch army, confifing of 
about 14,000 men, were immediately difbanded or incor- 
porated with the French troops, and the moft exorbitant 
demands* were made upon the inhabitants of Holland by 
invitations, and where that gentle term was not seo aeons 
perfuafive, by requifitions a Ja Guillotine. 


However brilliant and rapid the fucceffes. of the 
French at this period, we find that thofe few places, where 
the garrifons, made a proper and fteady refiftance, . held 
out much longer than could reafonably have been expeéted, 
- from:the nature of their works; thus, Sluys, an infig- 
nificant fortrefs, kept the Republicans at bay for 27 days, 
after the opening of the trenches... Grave g2, and Rofas 
in Spain 69. Their efforts to reduce Mentz on the 
Rhine,..and Pampeluna in Navarre, completely failed, 
and it is well worthy of remark, that thofe fortreffes which 
made the leaft refiftance were the /frongeft; for. example 
Le Quefnoi, Condé, and Valenciennes, in French Flan- 

ders, Fiegura in Spain, and Bois le Duct in Holland. 


* The town of Gorcum alone, Neaaanlasae to furnith the French troops 
with 4ooolbs. of frefh meat every fourth day. 

+ The furrender of Bois le Duc afforded the moft infamous and bare- 
faced inftance of treachery, perhaps ever known, That fortrefs, onc of 
the ftrongeft in the United Provinces, and from its fituation, of the ut~ 
moti poring to the Stadtholder, was provided with every requifite 
to retard. grefs OF the enemy, and had gun boats ftationed 
round it ne tions. Allowing that the waters were in fome de- 
gree drawn we evecaeur fell imto the hands of the befiegers, there 
ga able works, which mutt have held them long at 

ci i ht of the governor, immediately after the ca- 
piano plac ee Ce hes pie ay was certainly a fufficient 
bribed to threw open the upon the 
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Are we not therefore juftified in fuppofing that French. 
gold filenced the artillery on the ramparts, where French 
valour might poflibly have failed? It was now deter- 
* mined. to» withdraw the Britifh Infantry from Germany, 
the certainty of his Pruffian Majefty’s intention to nego- 
ciate a feparate peace, in breach of every facred promife, 
prodigally made to obtain that enormous fubfidy, out of 
which he had cajoled the Britifh nation, leaving no rea- 
fonable hopes of reinftating the Stadtholder in his former 
fituation, by force of arms. Tranfports were accordingly 
ordered to receive the fick, and part of the troops at 
Embden, while the main body were to embark in the ; 
Wefer at Bremer Lehe; every neceffary difpofition was _~ 
confequently made for that purpofe, and the troopsawere F 
once again in motion on the 2gd of March. Some appre- 
henfions were at that time entertained for the fafety. of the 
Twelfth and Fortieth Regiments, as they had been upon 
a very advanced pofition ; they however made good their 
retreat, and the Light Infantry and Grenadiers covering 
the march, the whole proceeded through Vecht, Wild- 
hufen, and other villages in the States of Diepholt and of 
Delmenhorft, to Bremen, where they were quartered on | 
the 27th; between which period and the 10th of April, 
great numbers of thofe men who had been returned mif- 
Jfmg, and of thofe left fick behind the army, joined their 
refpeftive regiments. It was then found that many of the 
foldiers, who had embarked with the firft detachment from 
the Brigade of Guards, at. Greenwich, on the 25th of Fe- | 
bruary 1793, had borne up againft the exceffive fatigues 
they had undergone, but that thofe raw recruits, who had 
been afterwards fent out, and whofe conftitutions were — 
‘é. i 
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at that time {carcely formed, in general fell fick; and once 
placed fairly in the hands of thofe unfkilful mates, and 
moft unfeeling nurfes in the general hofpitals, but little 
hopes remained of their recovery. The Fourteenth, 
Thirty-feventh, and Fifty-third Regiments, had. fuffered 
very feverely, and moft of the men they brought back to 
England, had been fent out to them, as well as to many 
other regiments of the line, a fhort time previous to their 
embarkation. 


At Bremen, the troops were very comfortably lodged, 
and well treated; though claiming the privilege of a free 
town, the inhabitants at firft obje&ted to have foldiers 
quartered on their houfes. On the ioth of April, the 
_ joyful movement towards the tranfports took place, and 
at 6o0’clock in the morning of the 14th, the different 
Brigades were feen embarking for their native land: The 
Cavalry* remaining on the left banks of the Wefer, to co- 
operate in the proteétion of Hanover. 


Since that period, his Catholic Majefty following the 
example of the King of Pruffia, has withdrawn himfelf 
from the coalition againft the common enemy, and even 
ceded Saint Domingo to the rapacious Republicans. The 
recovery: of that meperne Ifland, being deemed indifpen- 


* They are likewife now recalled, and not a fingle Britith foldier re- 
mains upon the Continent. In Germany, our cavalry have been leading 
the moft luxurious lives, hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, abun- 
pra. short lie with provifions on very reafonable terms, and * faring 

rn It muft however afford them no little fatis- 
nace pre vk long peony pet: eve se hr emmegig 
as a Brother Soldier, the Author of this ‘Narrative, feels happy that 
ts aboard WAEESAMUM os Uae him to congratulate bis ~ 
Friends upon their fafe arrival, 


